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Nizar Sartawi

Mailbox

So every evening
coming back home
I take a knowing peek

inside the old mailbox

And knowing I know,
it seems to me,
the rude bare bottom

sneers at me

L B B
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rain

listen sweetheart!

listen!

outside the rain

whinnies out loud

as it pummels the little hill

and rests a while

then gently... gently penetrates
the soggy soft sail

hear the blossoms on the cherry tree

moaning with pain

tee
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the hermit

a quirky quiver

of awkward spasms

and there I was

whistling my livid protests
at a choir of cloaked shadows
who'd been

so weirdly

keen

on dragging me

out of my soupy sojourn —
a cozy, warm dwelling

fit for a hermit

a mighty ghost grabbed me
slapped me

wrapped me

trapped me

like a POW

in a tiny cell

or was it a cage?
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that was a long, long time ago

and now here

iam

a loner still

but

a prisoner of peace

a happy hermit in a happy
little hut

L R R

The Soldier

At snail’s pace

he strolled towards the other kingdom
leaving behind

two hollow eyes

goggling

in dismay

at a gang of vicious beaks

banging and clanging

until they cracked
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the curved bone

and went picking at the
wet
white

brain
L IR IR

Between Two Moments

When passion roars

in our bosoms

for mounting on horseback
that breaks through fortresses
or mounting a cloud

to plant in its whiteness

the banners of madness

or ascending a star

to break in its space

the barriers of silence

it’s fine to search for a myth
in whose folds we tuck

a few details that

make known our presence
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that they may

give a couple of sparks

or light up a couple of candles
or add a couple of sentences
to the lines of our life, confined

between two moments of the spirit’s manifestations:

the moment of its rise
in @ dumbfounded embryonic lump
and the moment of its convulsion

in @ conquered heartbeat.

Vision Inside The Train

All of a sudden

the wall melts

And from the sides of the train
wedding processions
come into sight

pretty women
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singing,
dancing,
playing the melodies

of a reckless guitar

A water brook flows

on whose banks

groves swing

In their shade

lovers get together
Glasses are passed around
that spin the heads

and the past and future
merge

in the passing moment

And all of a sudden,

too,

come back the wall

and the clatter of wheels,

and the train goes on.
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Two sparrows and my heart

All alone,

peering out the window
before sunrise,

I return the greetings:
Two sparrows, ash-colored,
tinted with clouds,

turn their eyes to me
and say: “good dawn sir”
then fly with the breeze
far away... far away...
and my heart leaps

and I cry...

and cry...

and cry...
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Containment

My sails are wandering

aimlessly.

I've never thought

my passion —

for the sands of the shore
hidden in the grip of fate —
would thus be lost

that the waves

would rob me of my sensibility
the spray would capture my eyesight
my memory would go black
and all my longing —

for swords and bridges,

for shops,

for taverns and women,

for terrains,

fields

seasons

moons

and ancient monuments —
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would dissolve

And I've never reckoned

as the engulfing hurricanes
swooped on the boat

that I'd I go numb,

my limbs would shrink thus,
my features would be erased,
that I'd be contained by

the moment of mist

the moment of presence
between the soaring of seabirds
over my cranium

and the swirling of whales

below my carcass

Ragnarok 2

We're born in the land of
Ragnardk

neither complaining nor wailing
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bearing sword and flames

in our hands

we fight the ice and

the Giants

and push away the colossal death.
The women who hover in the air —
to bear our dead to

Valhalla ?

never come down

Glory never dances in our eyes
The gods never heal

the wounds in our bodies

We drink no wine

in the skulls of the enemies
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Ice and Giants march on
swords freeze in our hands

blood freezes in our veins

After Ragnarok
we turn into a block of

ice.

The Last Whisper

Farewell

lest the cells of feelings die
For this moon

will go away

leaving me
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for the beasts of the dark

though I've woven for him

out of the hymns of my heart
love scarves

that the wind flung on the roads

tattered and bleeding

Farewell

for my path is so long...
so long
Its end may lie at the peak

of impossibility
And standing here

under the midday sun

will turn me into

a mass of ash

13
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I must sit in the shade...

of a straw

so that within me I may keep
some sense

the size of a straw

Farewell!

that I may find a comrade

to trade with him

what's left

of old love myths
for a whisper...

a smile...

a word...

a glance ...
a grimace...

any price
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Plato

Thank you

for not including us in

your revolutionary city project
for not letting us play a tune
recite poetry

or prose

write a line

utter an alphabetical letter

or even breathe

Thank you

for not permitting us to build a home
open a store

till the land

grow wheat olives willows

Or roses

Thank you

for not granting us membership in

15
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the Republican Party

for not allowing poets to open

an account

in the bank of your great state

or become members in your exclusive club

of the rational

Thank you

for sentencing us to exile

contrary to poets' rights...

And so we came out

narrating and imitating

that we may not dry in that painting
within your walls

Thank you...
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Adam

They say...

O Adam, when you came
out of the clay,

so lonely were you
with innocent eyes,
with innocent lips,
and innocent mind
heart

and sperm,

that you knew not
but pulses of fear

shaking your ribs

...that you took shelter in a cave
within

the jungle’s womb
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to flee from your own heartbeats

They also say...

that once while your mind was wandering
a ghost or phantom

from the land of the jinn

revealed itself in @ woman'’s body

They say

she broke open your door
played with your head
seduced you

that since she poured in your
thirsty mouth

the nectar of desire

from her lips

forests of apples

have grown out of your ribs

18
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They say ...that since then
you've been staying awake all night
like lovers

dreaming the dreams of lovers

...that you've
become bold of eyes
bold of lips
bold of mind
heart

sperm

They say...

that since you stumbled upon her breasts
and tasted the jinn’s milk,

poetry has flown

out of your mouth

19
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and since then

You've been crowned Prince of Poets

* e

Eve
O our great grandmother
You, who were our original sin!
If you were just a rib
that Adam was robbed of
while he was
slumbering
or drunken
whence have you brought those cunning eyes
that dispossessed Adam of his power
liberated him
and us

from the luxury of paradise

20
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Her Fragrance

What brings you here

O gentle breeze

Go back,

I beg you,

where you've come from...
if you're not carrying

her fragrance.
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Diet

And take
our bread too
O self-indulgent
for we are
on a permanent diet

* ® 8

Fasting

O you poor and famished
a little patience...
Fast and you will be healthy

* ® 8

22
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A bouquet of haiku

in the afternoon
his rendezvous with her

and her shadow too

standing in the park
behind a little cabin

two shadows kissing

on your way windstorm
bring dust and leaves and paper

and letters for me

suddenly a whirlwind
the poems i wrote outdoors

delivered to heaven

23
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the almond tree

blossoms falling falling

the child still swinging

in the olive grove
singing aloud all night long

with the cicadas

eyes and nose missing
scarf and crochet at his feet

poor little snowman

gods of the olymp
the times they are a changing’ *

time to topple zeus
* 4 e

24
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Notes
1. Baakleen is a city located in Chouf Mountains, 45 kilometers southeast of

Beirut, Lebanon.

2. Ragnardk in Norse mythology was the predestined death of the
Germanic gods. A three-year winter led to a final battle on the Vigrid Plain,
where the gods and the frost giants fought the epic final battle. Ragnardk
marks the end of the old world, and the beginning of the new, current
world.

Many of the Germanic peoples believed that the same type of battle would
again occur

(http://www.ancient-mythology.com/norse/ragnarok.php).

3. Valhalla Valhalla is the great hall of the heroic dead. Warriors who died
in glorious battle wait in Valhalla until Ragnardk. Valhalla was the heaven
of the Vikings - a large hall where wounds healed quickly and meat was
readily available. A constant routine of fighting and feasting ensured that
the warriors were at their physical peak when Ragnartk came.

(http://www.ancient-mythology.com/norse/valhalla.php)

4. A famous 1964 song by Bob Dylan

25
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